FRIDAY HARBOR HOUSE APPOINTS MICHAEL O’DELL AS GENERAL
MANAGER

Friday Harbor, Wash. (July 23, 2009) — Friday Harbor House has appointed Michael O’Dell as general
manager. In his new position O’Dell will manage all employees, hotel operations and overall guest
experience at the 23-room waterfront inn on San Juan Island. His nearly 20 years of hospitality
experience will be a key component to the ongoing success of The Bluff Restaurant'Bar-Terrace, the
newly-opened restaurant at Friday Harbor House.

“We are very pleased to welcome Michael to our team as this is an exciting time for Friday
Harbor House,” said Lenny Zilz, vice president of operations at Columbia Hospitality. “His exceptional
work ethic and commitment to excellence within the hospitality industry will be a great asset to the inn,
which is celebrating its 20-year Anniversary this year.”

O’Dell most recently served as director of operations at Talaris Conference Center, a retreat,
event and meeting destination near University of Washington in Seattle.

Before joining the team at Talaris, O’Dell leveraged his hospitality industry and business
experience in leadership to open three small restaurants on Seattle’s Eastside. Prior to these ventures,
he spent 12 years at Ivar’s, the iconic Seattle seafood restaurant. Working his way up the ranks at two of
the restaurant’s locations, Ivar’s on the Seattle Waterfront and Ivar’s Salmon House on Lake Union,
O’Dell was assistant general manager at the Lake Union location upon his departure.

O’Dell recently relocated to San Juan Island from Maple Valley, Wash. When he’s not at work he
enjoys barbequing, fly fishing and spending time with his wife and children.

Friday Harbor House

Friday Harbor House is a waterfront inn located in the bustling island seaport of Friday Harbor, home to
charming shops, galleries and restaurants. Situated on San Juan Island, the inn features spectacular
views of the marina, San Juan Channel and Mount Constitution on neighboring Orcas Island. Each of the
23 remodeled guest rooms and suites at Friday Harbor House offers a fireplace, oversized jetted bathtub
and breathtaking views. Executive Chef Jason Codding prepares an array of fresh fare from the local
waters and farms, showcased in a mouthwatering menu of small plates, savory sandwiches, colorful
salads and seasonal specialties at The Bluff Restaurant'Bar Terrace. Friday Harbor House is owned by
Lang and Anne Simons and managed and operated by Seattle-based Columbia Hospitality, Inc. For more
information or to make a reservation call 866-722-7356 or visit fridayharborhouse.com.

Columbia Hospitality, Inc.

Columbia Hospitality, Inc. (Columbia), a Seattle-based hospitality management and consulting firm with
a growing portfolio of award-winning hotels, spas, conference centers and unique hospitality venues
was founded in 1995 by John Oppenheimer. Columbia creates memorable experiences for guests and
team members while achieving phenomenal results for owners. The company’s continued success has
led to an international expansion of the consulting division and more than 80 hospitality projects in the



western United States, Florida, Canada, Portugal and the United Kingdom. For more information about
Columbia and a full list of properties visit columbiahospitality.com.
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